
Rabbi Howard Alpert 
Rabbi Jill Maderer
Co-Presidents

Executive Committee
Rabbi David Ackerman
Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell 
Rabbi Seth Frisch
Rabbi Albert Gabbai
Rabbi David Glanzberg-Krainin
Rabbi Elisa Goldberg
Rabbi Rachel Kobrin
Rabbi Elyse Seidner-Joseph
Rabbi Reena Spicehandler
Rabbi David Straus 
Rabbi Lance Sussman
Rabbi Phil Warmflash
Rabbi Josh Waxman
Rabbi Eric Yanoff

Abigail Weinberg
Administrative Coordinator

In partnership with

2 100 Arch Street , Ph i ladelph ia , PA 19 103 • 2 15 .832 .0675 • bor@borphi l ly .org • www.BORphi l ly .com

As Jewish leaders, we strive to teach the values which have sustained 
our people for centuries: seeing each individual created in God’s 
image deserving respect, care, and compassion. “Liberty and justice for 
all” is a Jewish value. So our hearts are heavy as we enter this 
Thanksgiving in an explosion of hate crimes here in greater 
Philadelphia.  Racist emails, graffiti, and assaults have shaken our 
community. According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, there 
have been hundreds of hate incidents across America since the 
election. 

Hate has no place in America. As faithful Americans, we are absolutely 
committed to the safety of all. We Jews treasure freedom, and know 
that hate damages the hater as well as the hated. Our Judaism has 
sustained us through centuries of slavery and oppression, 
discrimination and bigotry. Our gratitude for freedom demands that 
we stand with others and oppose all who attempt to intimidate or 
threaten our neighbors.

As we gather together on this Thanksgiving Day, around tables large 
and small, let all of us open our hearts to one another. Let us 
welcome each soul who sits with us as a member of one human 
family, seeing God in one another. Offering prayers of gratitude in 
many languages we will lift our voices in thanks for living in this land 
of freedom and opportunity. Let us rededicate ourselves to preserving 
the freedoms that sustain us as Americans, saying NO to hate and 
discrimination, joining with others, who, like us, believe that our 
greatest strength is our diversity. This year, our Thanksgiving song is 
one of hope that we can build a bridge of “love between our brothers 
and our sisters all over this land.”
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