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The Gospel of Judas 

T 
he Gospel of Judas-the good news of Judas Iscariot-is a text. 
that was known by its title from the comments of the heresiolo
gist Irenaeus of Lyon but has been made available only .recently. 

The third text in Codex Tchacos, a Coptic codex discovered in the 1970s and 
published in a critical edition in 2007, the Gospel of Judas presents a series of 
conver.sations between Jesus and his students, and especially Judas, conversa
tions which are said to have taken place "in one week three days before the 
Passover celebration (or, three days before his passion)." In much of early 
Christian literature Judas Iscariot is vilified and demonized, and he typically is 
considered to be the quintessential traitor, who turns in his master for money
the infamous thirty pieces of silver. In the Gospel of Judas he has a more pos
itive character. Within this revolutionary gospel Judas is the only one of the 
students who understands who Jesus actually is, and he is. the recipient of a 
cosmological revelation from Jesus about the nature of the divine and the char
acter of the universe. Judas learns about the "mysteries of the kingdom:' and 
in the end he is told by Jesus that he will hand over the mortal body Jesus has 
been using, and it is implied that the inner, spiritual person of Jesus will be lib
erated. Jesus says to Judas, "You will surpass all of them [probably the other 
students_], for you will sacrifice the man who bears me." That is what Judas 
does at the end of the gospel. 

The Gospel of Judas represents what may be described as an early form of 
Sethian gnosis. This gospel is one of the few gnostic texts whose composition 
can be dated with some precision because of .the reference to it in Irenaeus of• 
Lyon, and the time period to be assigned for the composition of the gospel is 






















